<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<meta http-equiv= "DESCRIPTION" content="The official homepage of the 1st Tactical Studies Group (Airborne).  This site contains unclassified, non-sensitive information.  This site features information for the Airborne-Special Operations-Infantry community U.S. Army-wide.  Our mission is to be a catalyst for positive military reform and excellence realizing the future of war is AIRBORNE, not seaborne, and we need greater SHOCK ACTION and mobility since conflict is moving to cities.">

<meta http-equiv="KEYWORDS" content="Airborne, Special Operations, Infantry, Mechanized, Armor, Armored Fighting Vehicles, rucksack, Soldier, fast rope, FRIES, SPIES, rappelling, snaplink, helicopters, C-130 Hercules, C-17 Globemaster III, C-141B Starlifter, Airdrop, Mountain Bikes, Carts, Armed Forces, uniforms, war, armed conflict, War and Anti-war, military pictures, military graphics, new equipment, drinking systems, load carrying gear, outdoor clothing, BDUs, Battle Dress Uniforms, gloves, boots, goggles, helmets, sights, recruit training, 106mm recoilless rifles, all-terrain vehicles, missiles, rockets, grenades, bullets, machine guns, tanks, planes, military aircraft, Alvin and Heidi Toffler, medical, evacuation, first aid, Military Reform, Ethics, Airland Battle, reconnaissance units, stealth, Maneuver Warfare, Revolution in military affairs, 21st Century Land Warrior, Rescue, SKEDCO, UT2000, Soldier's load, shock action, storm troops, body armor, SLA Marshall, Chamberlain, Gavin, Ridgway, Lee, Sherman, Patton, MacArthur, Powell, "Bull" Simons, Paratrooper, parachute, T-10, M-16, M-4, RPG, Blackhawk, Small Arms, speed march, Rangers, All Americans, 82d Airborne Division, Weapons, Army, National Guard, Pathfinders, Jumpmasters, Static-lines, Military, Clip Art, Recruiting, History, MOS, Military Occupational Specialty, Armor, The Bayonet, Reference Material, Job Announcements, Employment, Money For School, College Benefits, Part Time Jobs, Armored Personnel Carriers, APC, M113, M113A3, M1, M2, Hooah, UFOs, Air Force, Pararescue, Navy, SEALs, Grenada, Panama, Operation Just Cause, IDF, Desert Storm, Desert Shield, Somalia, October 3, 1993, Mogadishu, Delta Force, SFOD-D, 75th Ranger Regiment, Marine Corps, military incompetence, corruption, egotism, arrogance, discrimination, hubris, glass ceiling, pride, evil, criminal negligence, whistle blowers, government waste, fraud, abuse, national debt, sacred cow, immaturity, co-dependance, abuses, conceit, nude women, breasts, sex, models, chat lines, Alyssa Milano, Pamela Lee Anderson, Baywatch, XXX, adult sites, aircraft nose art, Elizabeth Hurley, James Bond, Austin Powers, Winona Ryder, 007, spy movies, Victoria's Secret">

<META NAME="GENERATOR" CONTENT="Mozilla/3.0Gold (Win95; U) [Netscape]">

<TITLE>RIGGER'S BELT</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<BGSOUND SRC="http://www.geocities.com/Broadway/Booth/2549/independence.mid" LOOP="3">

<BODY TEXT="#000000" BGCOLOR="#C0C0C0" LINK="#0000FF" VLINK="#0000FF" ALINK="#FF0000" BACKGROUND="http://www.geocities.com/tacticalstudiesgroup/treetopback.jpg">

<CENTER>
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RIGGER'S BELTS MIGHT HAVE SAVED RANGERS' LIVES

<BR>

</I></B></P>

<IMG SRC="http://www.geocities.com/tacticalstudiesgroup/riggerwings.jpg">

</CENTER>

<B>

Wednesday, July 19, 1995<br>
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<P>

<CENTER>

<IMG SRC="http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Quarters/1722/ropebridge.jpg" ALT="Note the swiss seat made from a sling rope holding the snaplink">

</center>

<P>

Four Rangers dead in the flooded swamps of Florida after a training screw-up in 1995. They were cold, wet, hungry, exhausted and trying to tie life-support Swiss seats using 13-foot rope sections to hold snaplinks to slide across a rope bridge (see photo above) with numb fingers as the wind chilled their weakened bodies into hypothermia and death. This is not the first time starved Ranger school students have died in the Florida swamps when the line from "hard-ass" to "dumb-ass" was crossed as retired CSM Eric Haney describes in his superb book, <a href="http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-form/103-3554311-4997453">Inside Delta Force</a>. On page 23 he describes how in 1977 twenty-three men had gone into hypothermia during a night crossing of the Yellow River with 4 men dying. I guess in our eagerness to play feel-good ego games we never learn to <a href="usarmyethos.htm">act like adults</a>.  

<P>

<P>

<center>

<A HREF="http://www.geocities.com/Paris/Lights/3629/r05.jpg">Swiss Seat tying sequence</A>

<P>

<A HREF="http://www.geocities.com/Paris/Lights/3629/r10.jpg">Hook-up Steps 1-4</A>

<P>

<A HREF="http://www.geocities.com/Paris/Lights/3629/r11.jpg">Hook-up Steps 5-7</A>

</center>

<P>

They needed the life-support belt at their waists to hold a carabiner/snaplink to hold them up on the rope so they could cross the neck-deep water using the rope bridge.

<P>

However, this is totally unnecessary!  Individual tasks that theoretically should take a few minutes result in half-hours and hours for large groups.  The larger the group, the more time needed. Every Ranger and <A HREF="soldier.htm">Soldier</A> can and should have a life-support "Rigger's belt" at their BDU trouser waist so all that needs to be done is to clip a snaplink (carabiner) on, connect to the river crossing rope, and CROSS.

<P>

<CENTER>

<IMG SRC="http://www.geocities.com/tacticalstudiesgroup/natickbelt.jpg" ALT="Blackhawk Industries makes this Rigger's belt thats certified by U.S. Army Natick Labs for Soldier use">

</center>

<P>

A "Rigger's belt" of black type XIII nylon parachute webbing and friction-lock buckle available for $3.75 at some Fort Bragg shoppettes (and off-post surplus stores for different prices) can be on the waists of every Paratrooper's BDU trousers. Ask your local parachute Rigger to make some for you and your men. Tuck in your BDU shirt and clip on a snap-link and you're ready to cross a one-rope bridge in seconds--not bone-chilling minutes.

<P>

Had these belts been with the Ranger students during the tragedy there might not have been a tragedy at all.  What is needed is for some base leaders to discard their prejudice against "Rigger's belts" and consider the greater common good and tactical benefits that these belts can provide.

<P>

Uniformity can be maintained by using a black color.  That they are not "Army issue" or "regulation" is not a valid excuse.  [2002 Editor's note: the Natick belt depicted above is now "issue"] Change the regulation, make them issue, or at least an authorized option.  Rangers and <A HREF="http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/7963/paratrooper.htm">Paratroopers</A> are not "ordinary Soldiers" (as if there is such a thing); they can ill afford to carry a flimsy black web belt into the field that cannot support a useful load with life support reliability.

<P>

In fact, even mechanized infantry Soldiers could use "Rigger's belts."  They should be able to ride on M1A1 Abrams tank turret bustle racks provided they snap-link (carabiner) themselves in.  (Refer to <A HREF="http://155.217.58.58/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/7-8/toc.htm">FM 7-8 "Infantry Platoon and Squad</A>")

<P>

A life-support "Rigger's belt" can be used to pull Soldiers out by rope from the bottoms of hills, cliffs or up from dense trees by <A HREF="fries.htm">hovering helicopters unable to land</A>. In the movie, "The Green Berets" there is a very interesting scene at the end of the movie where John Wayne and his men rappel off the balcony of a captured NVA General hooked up to Rigger's belts around their uniform pants.

<P>

Certainly if the time/situation permits, use harnesses and tied Swiss seats specific for the purpose in mind.  But when the time is critical and these things are not available, then we must be able to turn to something <b>organic</b> to the Soldier--his uniform's "Rigger's belt."

<P>

The Natick Rigger's belt is made by <A HREF="http://www.blackhawkindustries.com">Blackhawk Industries</A> and can be ordered from them or <A HREF="http://www.uscav.com/Shop/ItemDetail.asp?item=1&stk_code=WA15540">U.S. Cavalry Store</A> by clicking on their hyperlinks.

<P>

<A HREF="http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/7963"><IMG SRC="http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/5265/m4comp.gif"></A>Return to Paratrooper 2000, click on M4 5.56mm Carbine with M203 40mm grenade launcher

<P>

<A HREF="index.htm">RETURN TO U.S. ARMY AIRBORNE EQUIPMENT SHOP</A>

<P>
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